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Merlyn Cordes
Henning, Minnesota 
January 31, 1938 - April 5, 2015
Merlyn was born on January 31, 1938 - a calm, cold, sunny day in Leaf Lakes Township on the family farm to Herman A. and Anna (Neels) Cordes. He was confirmed at St. John's Lutheran Church in Henning. He attended school in Henning, graduating high school in 1956. After high school, he worked hard on the family farm, assisting to put three of his siblings through college. He enlisted in the Army Reserve in January, 1957 and was a PFC stationed at Camp McCoy, Wisconsin where his platoon was on standby for deployment during the Korean War. He was medically discharged in 1961. He also worked as a mechanic at Cordes Implement and Perham Creamery as a milk truck driver. 
He married Cheryl Whitley on October 20, 1962 in Lake Worth, Florida and together they had five children: Shellie, Scott, Sheldon, Stephanie and Sharlene. They divorced in 1974. On February 14, 1983, he married Colleen Kimber in Sisseton, SD. They moved to Garden City, KS in September, 1989 where he worked for Garden City Farm Equipment as a foreman until moving back to the Henning area in 2006 after retiring.
Merlyn had a passion for his Kubota tractor, puttering in the yard, collecting John Deere memorabilia, telling stories, fishing and spending time with his family.
Merlyn was proceeded in death by his parents, Herman and Anna Cordes; an infant son, Sheldon Jay Cordes; brothers, Virgil and Lowell Cordes; and nephew, Jon Palm.
He is survived by his wife, Colleen, of Henning; children: Shellie Gades of Melby, MN; Scott Cordes of Garden City, KS; Stephanie (Jared) Harnack of Wadena, MN; Sharlene Cordes of Wichita, KS; eight grandchildren and six (plus one on the way) great grandchildren; sister, Vivian Palm of Henning, sister-in-law, Royce Cordes, of Springfield, MO; sister, Caryl (John) Hansen of Eden Prairie, MN; sister, Luann (Ed) Schuchmann, of Jensen Beach, FL; brother, Derald (Doris) Cordes of Stuart, FL and twin brother, Myron (Shirley Harley) Cordes of Fargo, ND and numerous nieces and nephews.
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